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Letters from a Young Poet 87

, minute or tWO that boy had begun to be swung again! Such are
man’s vows! This 1s his mental strength! Such is his resolve! He
Jeaves his playing to go and lie down at a distance and then again
he allows himself to be caught and to be smilingly swung again
i the swing of intoxication! How will such a man ever be free!
There are some boys who leave. their playroom and keep lying
Jown with their head in their hands—there’s a home being built

in paradise for all those good boys.

25

f Shahjadpur
June 1891

Last night I had a very strange dream. All of Calcutta city seemed
enveloped in a great, terrible and yet surprising feeling—the
houses could all be seen through a dark black mist—and within 1t
there was some enormous commotion going on. I was travelling
through Park Street in a hired carriage—as 1 went I saw that
St Xavier’s College was growing exponentially to an enormous
size—in that dark mist, it had become impossibly high. Then
gradually I came to know that a group of strange people had
arrived who could use some sort of trickery to perform these
astonishing feats for money. Reaching the Jorasanko house, I
saw they had reached there too—awful-looking, with somewhat
Mongolian features—thin moustaches, scraggly beards pointing

this way and that on either side of their faces. They could make
e women of our house

ght—those people
eads and whoosh,

humans grow in size too. That’s why all th
were out on the porch—applicants for more hei
were sprinkling some sort of powder on their h
FheY were all growing taller. I kept saying—how astonishing, this
is just like a dream. Then, somebody proposed that our house be
made to grow higher. They agreed and began to break a part of
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Rabindranath Tagore

‘_,’..',‘, “ house. After smashing up a poruon, they said,
- e pay us a certain amount of money, or we shal]
e iw‘y more. Kunja Sarkar said, "How's thy
work can't be paid for untl it has been completed!

g n : . llllﬂ""‘ whole house then g
: 'f!"i g o v; 1e W‘He. and 1n some place
B e e in its wals, will
- out. Overall it seemed as if all of it was
Ean [,Eflf.:’ uda, h-dj, do you see wh
a r‘.ﬁ'hﬁ‘ > m went to the ir €]
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