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E -
ence, scholarship, and instruction 

-
likely that it will achieve the status that 

teaching and scholarship at the 13th cen-
tury universities in Europe, the Latin 

then, Latin not only permitted the inter-

allowed the Roman Catholic church to 

by Martin Luther, combined with a grow-
-

lenged and then displaced Latin with 

German was a widely used international 
-

th century, most countries used their 

German, Russian, and to some extent 

have some regional and international 

Swedish and many other languages were 

English was the closest thing to an inter-
national language, with several major 
academic systems using it – the US, 

empire – especially India, Pakistan and 
-

did not go unchallenged, and national 
academic communities seemed in general 

the main international academic language 
– indeed, national academic systems 

enthusiastically welcome English as a key 

domination by English pushes world 
science toward hegemony by the main 
English-speaking academic systems and 

-

Causes of English Hegemony

It is not hard to see why English is the 

US, have become the academic super-

deal in determining the academic pecking 

the world’s research and development 

graduates return to their home countries 

universities at which they obtained their 
-

arly journals are published in English 

contributors are in the English-speaking 

English is the world’s most widely 

students studying English in China than 
are studying English in the US, and more 

-

English (as well as other European 
languages) as early as the 18th century 

-

English as the Dominating 

Academic superpowers like the US and the UK have ensured that 

that the curricula are dictated by trends there. While this has 
created a global academic environment with a common medium 
of  communication, it has been at the cost of other national 
languages and research topics of local importance.
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scholarly journals, edited in almost all 
cases by academics in the main English-
speaking countries, means that the research 

journal editors, editorial board members, 

dominate journals and to a large extent 
research agendas and methodologies in 

the major contributors and users tend to 
dominate, and the English language is 

meetings increasingly use English as the 

-
nated by trends prevalent in the major 
English-speaking countries, and in a glo-
balised world this means that curricular 
trends are expressed in English and in-

was developed in the US to serve the 

past two decades, English has been 

management in other countries, compelled 

national corporations and by the power 

the world, and non-US universities have 

-

and the UK increasingly dominate world 

and academics worldwide compete to 

science citation index (SCI) and its sister 

rank journals or to measure the scholarly 

English and in recognised journals are 

-
sure is great to publish in recognised 

-
lish have become widespread in many 

-

-
grammes in English alongside instruction 

new private universities operating solely 
in English have also been established, 

-
-

seek accreditation in the US, which has 

-

-
tralia, and the UK have been most active 
in establishing branch campuses, and it 
is not surprising that English is the me-

and German branch overseas campuses 

mainly sponsored by universities in the 

branch campus movement exports both 
language and curriculum, introducing new 
ideas into host countries and perhaps 

English in higher education worldwide 

as a positive trend – contributing to 
globalisation and enhancing an inter-

-
demic environment needs a common 

English brings new ideas to sometimes 

Downsides

English-speaking academic systems, par-

-
ing universities, produce a high proportion 

-

communities in an English-dominated 

been tension between the local and the 
global in science and scholarship – since 

-

is ranked according to whether it is rec-
ognised by the international academic 

domestic publication may be highly 
relevant to national needs, it is considered 
even within a country as being less pres-
tigious, and this may have implications 

to publish in international publications 
to advance their careers and increase 
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and research on local health problems 
may be ignored to gain recognition 

education proposed that universities in the 
-

-

-
ment debated the issue and decided not 

aimed at the international academic world 
and is expressed in English, there will be 

-

In many countries, academic rewards 

-

-

-
ever, again, this privileges those who 
produce their work in English and intend 

-
ers and scholars to themes, as well as the 

tend to be those popular internationally, 
whether these methods are relevant to the 

-

-
demic systems worldwide to be more open 

widely implemented, this will inevitably 
mean that the English language institutions 

the dominant language, but its relationship 
with the controlling trends in international 

What Can Be Done?
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is increasingly international, and the global 

knowledge network that involves not only 
science and scholarship but increasingly 

English and is dominated by the main 

-
tional network is both inevitable and 
largely positive, but that national and 

Internationalisation may be positive but 

open market will weaken these communi-
ties, just as the major world languages 

depend solely on the judgments or rank-
-

appropriate mix between local and inter-
national publication will help nurture an 

-
-
-

ing a balance between the local and the 
global may not be easy but intellectual 

EPW


