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Of Political or Civil § ociety.

i 0D having made Man such a Creature, that, in his own
( ; Judgment, it was not good for him to be alone, put him
under strong Obligations of Necessity, Convenience, and Inclina-
tion to drive him into Society, as well as fitted him with Under-
S L
§77 Chaptervir  All the evidence goes to show that this chapter formed a part of
the original critique of Filmer; compare note on chapter vi, 1, § 52. There are
teferences to men who can only be Filmcg\ and his followers (§ go) and argumerits
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standing and Language to continue and enjoy it. The firf Society 5

was between Man and Wife, which gave beginning to that between
Parents and Children; to which, in time, that between Master and
Servant came to be added: And though all these might, and
commonly did meet together, and make up but one Family,
wherein the Master or Mistress of it had some sort of Rule proper
to a Family; each of these, or all together came short of Political
Society, as we shall see, if we consider the different Ends, Tyes,
and Bounds of each of these.

78. Conjugal Society is made by a voluntary Compaét between
Man and Woman: and tho’ it consist chiefly in such a Communion
and Right in one anothers Bodies, as is necessary to its chief End,
Procreation; yet it draws with it mutual Support, and Assistance,
and a2 Communion of Interest too, as necessary not only to unite
their Care, and Affeftion, but also necessary to their common
Off-spring, who have a Right to be nourished and maintained by
them, till they are able to provide for themselves.

79. For the end of conjunition between Male and Female, being
not barely Procreation,-but-the continuation 6f the Species, this
conjun&ion betwixt Male and Female ought to last, even after
Procreation, so long as is necessary to the nourishment and sup-
port of the young Ones, who are to be sustained by those that
got them, till they are able to shift and provide for themselves.
This Rule, which the infinite wise Maker hath set to the Works
of his hands, we find the inferiour Creatures steadily obey. Ia
those viviparous Animals which feed on Grass, the conjunition

directly pointed at Filmer’s text (§§ 92, 93): it is closely parallel to Tyrrell’s discussion
which was overtly directed against Filmer. There is no positive indication of inser-
tions or revision in 1689, though the cross-refesence in § 84, 3, may imply some
revision at an carlier date.

§77 1-4 Compare the fourth Essay on the Law of Nature. Man ‘feels himself. . .
urged to enter into society by a certain propensity of nature, and to be prepared
for the maintenance of society by the gift of speech and through the intercourse of
language’ (Von Leyden, 1954, 156-7).

2 Gen. ii. 18: ‘God said, it is not good that the man should be alone.”

s-13 Compare 1, § 2, and also Aristotle’s Politics, 1, especially 12522 and b.
§78 Compare Tyreell, 1681, 14: “Magriage, which is a mutual Compact between
2 Man and 2 Woman for their Cohabitation, the generation of Children, and their
joint care and provisiogfor them,’

§79 Natural history of this sort was a persistent pre-occupation of Locke’s, and he
possessed many of the standard works. The pre-Linnaean, pre-Darwiniza system of
classification comes out clearly here, as it does in the First Treatise.

319

-
(<]

New

Tovo Tresdiek @ &evervmend / a0hq Locke

~a

YR

.
s

Cafhlozﬁo“b(’ valv. {rews , | A0 ( 2\% - 320¢)

Y



10

1

a

20

23

L)

20

IHE SECUND TREATISE 350

between Male and Female lasts no longer than the very A& of
Copulation: because the Teat of the Dam being sufficient to
nourish the Young, tll it be able to feed on Grass, the Male only
begets, but concerns not himself for the Femalegor Young, to
whose Sustenance he can contribute nothing. But in Beasts of
Prey the conjunttion lasts longer: because the Dam not being able
well to subsist her self, and nourish her numerous Off-spring by
her own Prey alone, a more laborious, as well as more dangerous
way.of living, than by feeding on Grass, the Assistance of the
Male .is necessary to the Maintenance of their common Family,

which cannot subsist till they are able to prey for themselves,

but by the joynt Care of Male and Female. The same is to be
observed in all Birds (except some domestick ones, where plenty
of food excuses the Cock from feeding, and taking care of the
young Brood) whose Young needing Food in the Nest, the Cock
and Hen continue Mates, till the Young are able to use their
wing, and provide for themselves.

80. And herein I think lies the chief, if not the only reason,
why the Male and Female in Mankind are tyed to a longer conjunition
than other Creatures, vig. because the Female is capable of con-
ceiving, and # faffo is commonly with Child again, and Brings
forth.too a new Birth long before the formerisoutof a dependancy
for support on his Parents help, and able to shift for himself, and
has all the assiStance is due to him from his Parents: whereby
the Father, who is bound to take care for those he hath begot, is
under an Obligation to continue in Conjugal Society with the
same Woman longer than other Creatures, whose Young being
able to subsist of themselves, before the time of Procreation
returns again, the Conjugal Bond dissolves of it self, and they are
at liberty, till Hymen, at his usual Anniversary Season, summons
them'again to chuse new Mates. Wherein one cannot but admire the
Wisdom of the great Creatour, who having given to Man foresight
and an Ability to lay up for the future, as well as to supply the
present necessity, hath made it necessary, that Society of Man and
Wife should be more lafting, than of Male and Female amongst other
Creatures; that so their Industry might be encouraged, and their
Interest better united, to make Provision, and lay up Goods
for their common Issue, which uncertain mixture, or easie and
frequent Solutions of Conjugal Society would mightily disturb.
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§§ 81-83 POLITICAL SOCIETY .

81. But though these are Ties upon Mankind, which make the
Conjugal Bonds more firm and lasting inMan, than the other Species
of Animals; yet it would give one reason to enquire, why this
Compalf, where Procreation and Education are secured, and In-
heritance taken catre for, may not be made determinable, either
by consent, or at a certain time, or upon certain Conditions, as
well ‘as any other voluntary Compactts, there being no necessity
in the nature of the thing, nor to the ends of it, that it should
always be for Life; I mean, to such as are under no Restraint of
any positive Law, which ordains all such Contraés to be perpetual.

82. But the Husband and Wife, though they have but one
common Concern, yet having different understandings, will un-
avoidably sometimes have different wills too; it therefore being
necessary, that the last Determination, 7.. the Rule, should be
placed somewhere, it naturally falls to the Man’s share, as the
abler and the stronger. But this reaching but to the things of
their common Intere§t and Property, leaves the Wife in the full
and free possession of what by Contraét is her peculiar Right,
and gives the Husband no more power over her Life, than she
has over his. The Power of the Husband being so far from that of
an absolute Monarch, that the Wi has, in many cases, a Liberty
to separate from him; where natural Right, or. their .Contr?f&
allows it, whether that Contraét be made by themselves in the
State of Nature, or by the Customs or Laws of the Countrey they
live in; and the Children upon such Separation fall to the Father
or Mother’s Lot, as such Contraét does determine.

83. For all the ends of Marriage being to be obtained under
Politick Government, as well as in the $tate of Nature, the Civil
Magistrate doth not abridge the Right, or Power of either naturally
necessary to those ends, wig. Procreation and mutual Support

§81 s—7 This guarded hint at the justifiability of divorce was too much for the
clerical Elrington, who says: ‘ To make the conjugal union determinable by zonsent,
is to introduce a promiscuous concubinage.” Locke was prepared to go much
further than this, as is seen in the notes in his diary for 1678, 1679, 1680 under the
heading _A#/antis. He suggests that ‘He that is already married may marry another
woman with his left hand....The ties, duration and conditions of the left hand
marriage shall be no other than what is expressed in the contract of marriage between
the parties’ (Diary, 1678, 199). On Locke’s Atlantis, see de Marchi, 1955.

§82 s Elrington says that this implies that the right of the husband arises solely
from superior power, as indeed it does in Hobbes’s Leviathan, chapter zo, which
Locke’s discussion resembles to some extent.
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