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- In 1921, the historical phenomenon of Bose-Freud correspondence
- No.2&3, in the year 1938. When in 1963 Miss Anna Freud wrote o
- Dr.T.C.Sinha, then president of the Indian Psychoanalytical Society,

 asking for these letters to be preserved in the Freud archire, the request
- was conveyedtoMrsBosewﬂhwth Was,.t'héfBOs'e’—Frei_xd'ﬁlg since
- Bose's death in 1953, who sent all the available documents to Anpa.

~ September 1999 =

 Detween 1911 and 1921 Dr. Girindrasekhar Bose, the founder of the
- Imdian Psychoanalytical Society, was experimenting with a
~ psychological method of treatment of mental patients which was akin ~
to psychoanalysis. In*1921 the University of Calcutta conferred on
 him the Doctor of Science degree on his thesis titled, “The Concept of
 Repression’. In those days not many in India, even among the men of
. medicine and psychology, had heard of Freud's name. Neither Freud's

ome of their letters were first published in Samiksa Vol. 10,

+__The publicaton of these leters i this new ediion wil, we hope,

serve all those who may be inter rested in the origin of psychoanalysis =~
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Letter from Dr G Bose to Prof S Freud
14, Parsi Bagan
Amherst Street PO o

. _i-'*,Professor S1gmund Freud, LL D e AT
Berggasse 19
“enna RS

. i JI take the hberty to send you under separate cover a book em:lﬂedﬁ o
771e Concept of Repress:on as. an msxgmﬁcam presentatlon from lts -
o Along WIl'h my fnends and relatlons 1 have been awarm adnnrer. Sl
~of your. theories and science ‘and it mlght mterest you to leam mat: LN
~your name has been a household word m our. fanrn13 for the past .
:-;decade R R
1 sha]l be dehghted to have your opmlon and suggestxons about m\ T
_-_work- . Ceh e FETET
Hopmgtoheat fx(nnyou mdne eouxse

Iremam. Dwr Sn‘
Yours very: smeere]y

GBose



Letter dated May 29 1921 from me Dr Frend to Dr G. Bose

May 29th 1921
Wien, IX; Berggasse 19

- Prof. Dr. Freud

Dear Sll’,

I acknowledge the rccelpt of your book omn The Concept of
Repression and am glad to testify the correctness of its principal views
and the good sense appearing in it. My surprise was greatthatpsycho-
analysis should have met with so much interest and recognmon mn your
far off country. ~

- Itis: mteresﬁng that theoret:cal reasoning and deductmn does '

| piay so great a part in your demonstration of the matter which with us

is rather treated empirically. It is decply to be regretted that German
literature was not accessible to you but I trust the translation work

which we axe preparing here (The Internat. Joz:mal of P.sych ) wnll
| slowly nnpmve the sxtuanon. S _

Beheve me to be, dear Sll' yonrs most respectfully |

PS. wall always:'t)jc‘ glad 1o get. more of your ngw;,'.

Letter from ‘Dr. G. Bose to Prof. Dr. Freud :
Berggasse 19

.Deat S:r, : L | C ' |
I was extremely gratified to receive your kmd note of 29th May.
last. I shall be very much obliged if you will kindly et me know the
details in respect to the publisher, price etc. of the Infernational Journal
of P.sychoanab:s:s Has any Assocnatlon undertakcn the pubhcatlon of
the journal 7 -
_ Ihopeyouw:llpardonmyh‘berty:f[askyoutosendmca'

| phoiograph of yours. Myself, my relations and friends and a wide circle

of admirers have long been eager for it. Ihavenotasyetoome.across |
your photograph in any book, or periodical, otherwise I would not have

;_ troubledyonmthth:s request Snchag:ﬁﬁomyomhandswould _'
-_havevaluableassocxanon.

My agemformybook asks me townte toyonwhetherhecouldr
have an expression of opinion from you regardmg the book for

- publication and enquires whether the book which is in English has got
‘any chance of success in Austria and Germanyandwhatpenodlcals
-would be most suitable for advertisement. -

IamsorrytohavetroubledyoubutmylgnoranoeaboutAusma

”_andGermanyxsmyexcuse

' Yours Sindcrely,_



Letter dated Angust 3, 1921 from Prof. Dr. Freud to Dr. G. Bose

Badgastem

Dear Su' |

Iamnowoutoftownfarawaymthemmtamsandnothkely S
torcmmbefore()ctober Ist. After that term I will attend to both of .

your requests: I could not de it now, aslhavegotmﬂlmrmbooknor

my photograph with me. The publisher of the Internat Zeitsch and the _'

| Enghsh;oumalofPA.mllsendymthemformauonyoumt |

o Yonrsmoarespectfnlly

= Ang.,3_td 1921

Letter dated 24 11 21 from Dr G. Bose to Br. Frend

24th November 1921 :

Dear Dr Froud, L -
1 received your postcaxd from Badgastem duly and as . dld not hke

\ to dlstm'b you: during your holidays, [ reframed form wntmg to yow. I

hope you “have now retarned to Vienna and I ventare to approach you
,again with my two ;equests——one for mvself fox a photograph of ; yom's
and the other on ‘behalf of my -agent for an ex;_)ressxon of opimonr
regardmg my book for pubhcanon BN __,-\_,,, \ st -

" I have to thank you for the mformation abom ‘the Imemat:onal -
Joumal of Psychoanalyﬂs I have now been receiving the pnbllcatlon
regulaﬂy and I like it very much. You wﬂl be plmed to learn that I

’.am now tnymg o have an Indian Psychoanalyncal Assoc:atlon at Calcutta

aﬂihated 1o the Intemauonai Association. ‘A number of medlcal men
“and psychologlsts have interested themsclvoe in the movcment and ‘we
" hope to ‘start the association by January next, I “have. Boenr"‘m
communication mth Dr. Jones regarding the assoc:atlon and lm has
- given me much practlcal and sound adv:ce 1 should very moch hke to
have your suggestions on “the point. *1"hope 0 send you' m*thcfncax-
“future a‘copy.of the. draft rules andregufaﬁons ‘of thie "aséx

Itakethehbertytosendyouheremtha quesnonpaoerforthls-

- “year’ on ‘Méntal Palhoflogy for the M.A. and M.Sc. students of the

Calcntta’ Umversny This is the second paper in Expenniental
chhology—the other three papers being ‘Physiological Psychology’,
‘Child and Educatlonal Psychology’ and ‘Animal Psychology’. There
 are also four practical papers covering the whole subject. The first half
of the accompanying paper has been set by me and the second half by

~ Dr. B. C. Ghosh. Psychoanalysis is daily gaining popularity here and

eventhelaypenodlcals anddmhesmvemaculararedlscussmgthe
snbject now.

Hope this w111 ﬁ.nd you n good health and spmts

Yours sincerely
Girindrasekhar Bose



- _: Letter dated 26.1.22 from Dr. G. Bose to Dr. Frend

26122

DearDr Freud,

Most llkely you have recetved my last letter to wluch I am expectmg_
. a:eply Youw:ﬂbegladtolwmthatwehmheenahletostana :
_ psychoanalytical society in Calcutta. I-am sending you herewith the
- proceedings of the inaugural meeting and 1 shall be very glad to have
~ your suggestions regarding our soc1ety I have apphed for aﬂihauon tor -

;the Internaﬂonal Association.

| AfnendofmmeMrJSen acelebratedlndtanarhﬂandan_'

ardent ‘admirer of yours, has drawn from imagination a pencil sketch -
- “which he thinks ‘you ought to look like.” I'am sending you the original, -
) keepmg a copy. for = myself which T would like to compare with your - _,
‘photo when it arrives. Needless to say he has not the shghtest mformatlon_ﬁ_

~about yonr features. -

Will it'be poss1ble for youto come out to Indxa for a few weeks:,‘
-and to deliver a-course of lectures in the Calcutta. University 7 If so, I
shall be-glad to know: about your terms SO that I mlght place them_;

“before: the proper authontles
. — Wishmgfyou a happy BGW year
: - Yours smeerely e

Letter dated Feb 20, 1922 from Prof. :Dr. Freud to; Dr. G Bose

Prof Dr Freud . | | | --Febmary 20th 1922'
| Wien IX, Berggasse 19

Deaer Bose | , , ZRPTE
- At:last. 1 can send- you: the photograph you wxshed for—lt will

.come to you from Hamburg—and write the few lines which ‘you ask on
‘behalf of your agent. As my English is very- -deficient you are mwted
to change my expressions so as to fit your purpose: :

~“It was a great and pleasam surprise’ that the first book on a
psychoanalytic subject which came to us from'that part of the world

- (India) should display so good a knowledge -of psychoanalysis, so deep

an- insight into its difficulties and so much of deep-geing original
thought. Dr. Bose has singled out the concept of repression for. his

- inquiry and -in’ treating this theoretical matter- has provided  us: with
precious suggestions and -intense motives for further study: Dr. Bose is

aiming at a phtlosophtcal evolution and elaboration of our crude,

- practical concepts and I can only wish, - psychoanalysis should . soon

reach . up to the level, to which he strives to raise it.” -

Havmg heard of your success in startmg a psycho"‘_‘ e group
in your country, I heartily congratulate you'on it. ‘May we meet-one'day

. not too far oﬂ‘ as I am- rather old (66 years)

Sincerely yours
Freud



Letter dated:March Ist. 1922 from Prof. Freud to Dr. G. Bose

 Wien, March 1st 1922

Dear Dr. Bose, .

‘[am glad to acknowledge letter and report of January 25th and hope
'my letter of Februaxy 24th will have safely arrived. |

“The magmatlve portralt you'sent me is very nice mdeed far too

‘nice for the subject.- You will soon have occasion to confront it with the

phot¢ and see that the amSt d1d not take into account certain racial

: characters
~ Youts sincerely

PS I ‘am too old to come over to India and very busy here Try it the other
'way and come to Eumpc ' _

Lett_erv-from Dr. G. Beose Vto-Prof.,S. Frelsd',
- Prof. ‘Sigmund Freud, M. D..LL.D.
. Berggasse'19.
Vienna IX

_Dear Dr Freud

1 was very much pleased wnth your postcard dated 1-3 -22 and 1he

photograph so kindly sent. Your portrait has been very acccptable to a

wide circle of fnends : | . .

 Please accept my thanks for the very kmd oplmon you have gwen'
on my book - | , .

~ You ask me to come over to Europe and I must confess that it would :

give me the greatest pleasure to see you and travel with that end in
vxew Probably time will come for such an opportumty

- On behalf of our Society I beg to. extend my thanks to you for your
good wishes.

You will be glad to leam that Dr. Emest Jones has been kind cnough
to -affiliate our Indian Psychoanalyhcal Society to the International
Soc1ety

Trustmg tlus will ﬁnd you in the enjoyment of health and spmts
_I‘remain,'
. yours very Sincorely |

G. Bose.

S



Letter dated 27. 10. -22-from' _Pr'of. Dr. Ffeud ‘t'o Dr. G. Bose

Prof. Dr. Freud Oct. 27th, 1922

‘Dear Dr. Bose
- I heartily congratulate you on the reception of your, Society as
~ one of the groups of the Internat. Ps. Assomate whlch occurred at the
Berlm Congress a month ago. - ‘

~ Now, as I am Editor of the German Zeltschnft fur Ps.A. as well
- as of the Enghsh Journal of Ps.A., I beg you to ¢onsent that your name
‘may be printed on the cover of both journals as ‘the leader and
 representative of the Indian group in the same way the other présidents
- are mentioned. If you agree it may ﬁ:st be. done in the ﬁrst number of
the year 1923. . e S e

I hope to find soon some of your contnbutmns in our Joumal
With kindest regards. . L

Yours

F_reild

10

 Wien IX; Berggasse 19

Letter dated 23. 11.22 fromnnG '- -Bose to- Prof. F'reu_:_tl

'23rd Nov. 1922
14 Parsi Bagan

Dear Prof, Freud, S .
- I am extremely grateful to you for your very kmd letter dated -

27th Oct. 1922. Some time ago I also received a communication from

Dr. Ernest Jones asking me to act as associate editor for India of the
International Joumal and the Zeitschrift fur PA. 1 shall be very glad to

‘be of any use to you in the editing of the Journals and shall try my best .

to do whatever portion of the work you may allot to me. I may remind

‘you however that I do not know German, although I may be able to get

the help of German-knowing friends here. I hope to send you some -
contributions for the Journal in the near future. =

Wishing you a Merry Christmas and a happy New Year and'
many many returns ef the same.

Yours very -sincerely
G. Bose



| Letter dat.ed 28.12.23 from Prof. Dr. Freud to D'f G. Bo.
. . G. Bose

Dear Professor Bose,

A happy New Year t
you deserve. | ? you an

Ybuﬁinn$t5hmzﬁﬂy}'

- -Freud*-'

12

Wein ,28, XI1I . 23

d as much success in your work as

Letter dated 2.1.29 from Prof. Dr. Freud te Dr. G. Bose

prof. Dr. Freud.
o C 21192
Wien IX, Berggasse 19

Dear Dr. Bose, | |
T am glad of having got your letter. Since you joined ouf
sociation I regretted that our Indian group did not attain closer contact
th the others. Any sign of the contrary is pleasant to me. L
* To be sure 1 am not surprised by the result of Prof: Halder’s
ady of Tagore poetry. But it may appear convincing to other peopie
. well and so I think it ought to be published. May 1 wait for your
zrmission to send it to Dr. Jones with my recommendation 7
" The part of your own work which you will send to me may be
are of my intense interest. My health is ‘mot strong, MYy mind still
ctive although not productive. : 7 o
With kind regards and best wishes.
o T * Gincerely yours

' Frcud o

13



. read

Letter dated 31-1-29 from Dr. G. Bose to Prof. Or. Freud

" 14 Parsibagan

' Calcutta,, 3lst January, 1929

Dear Prof Freud,

~ Many thanks for your kind letter. A copy of Prof Halder S paper
on Tagore poetry has already been sent to Dr. Jones and Prof. Halder

- will be very grateful if you would kindly recommend it for pubhcatxon-
. in the International Journal of P.sycho-analysrs o

I am sending you under separate cover some of my own papers
The articles marked, ‘P’ are written on popular lines and are meant for
inclusion along with other papers in a book which is in preparation for
the lay public. The other articles are of a more techmcal nature and are
meant for another book. When published all the articles of this series

will:be supplemented with short clinical records in support of the

~ confentions put forth in them. A few of the papers will be further

elaborated 1 would draw your particular attention to my paper on
dipus Wish where I have ventured to differ fromyou in some respects.

1 have indicated the order (see page 15) in whrch the artlcles are to be

pubhshed Your portrait which appears in the book is from a pencil

drawing by my friend Mr. J. K. Sen, the renowned artist, from the =

photograph you kindly sent me some years ago. Please accept the book
as & token of my deepest regards for the Father of Psycho-analysis. An

abridged English translation of the contents of tlns book will appear as

- a chapter in my popular book.
. Wishing you health and long life. ;

~Yours sincerely,

G. Bose
Prof. Dr. Sigmund Freud -
Wien IX Berggasse 19

Austna |

14

I also enclose a Bengali book on dreams whrch I have Just |

ORDER IN WHICH THE ARTICLES ARE TO BE READ

Pqpulgr A_rt_i}:les

1. Free Assocxaltron Method in Psychoanalysrs
‘2. Sex in Psychoanalysis . .

. 3. Psychoanalysis in Business
4. Temper and Psychoanalysis

- 5. Crime and Psychoanalysis

' Techni_cal Ariﬁcles

Relatronshrp between Psychology and Psychratry
Rehabrhty of Psycho-analyncal Fmdmgs |

. Is Perception an Illusion 2~

Nature of Wish =~~~

Analysis of Wish

Pleasure in Wish

The Genesis of Homosexuahty ' A
The Genesis and Adjustment of the Oedlpus WlSh

@ﬂ?MPQPﬁ

15



the agency which brought about the shock.: This is af eﬂ‘ort at
identification with the offending agent.  The repeated bringing up of the
shock. situation in dreams is an effort on the part of the unsatisfied
opposite wish 1o get a satisfaction. This is determined: by the pleasure

o prmc1p1e There is no need to suppose the functtomng of the repetmon |

| comptﬂsron

The theory of the opposrte wish will explam the oocurrence n
pairs in the same individual of such traits as sadism and" masochrsm,
| observatromsm and’ exhibitionisim étc This theory will also.gxplain the
frelatlonshrp between the drft'erent wishes that emergeg from the
lmconscrous in a deﬁmte sequence: durmg analysis. -

Thrs theory enables the analyst to predrct beforehand the
poss:blhty of ¢ emergence in consciousness of a particular repressed wish
from an examination of the grammatical forms of Speech

- . 1. have reserved. the discussion of the practrca] pomts of
: _apphcahﬂrty of this. theory a separate chapter in my book. Since the

- elaberation of this theory in my ‘Concept of Repressron T have modrﬁed |

it in .some important details in view of new facts that have come up
: ,dunng analysis. T shall send you a copy when thrs chapter is written,

-1 am sorry I have troubled you with this long letter ; my only

exCuse is that I want my ﬁndmgs to be tested in the hght of your umque
-r;..expenence |

o Trusung thrs ﬁnds you in good health and Wlshmg you a long
He‘

~ Your sincerely,
" G. Bose

18

 Letter: dated 12.5.29 froﬁr_frof. ‘Pr. Freud to Dr G. Bose

‘Prof. Dr. Frend

DearProf Bose

Thank you for yonr explanatlons I am ftﬂly Mpressed by the R
drﬂ‘erence in castration reaction bétween Indian and European: patrems e
and’ ‘promise to keep my attention fixed on the problem of the: oppoate_____

" -wish which you accentuate. This latter one is 100 nnportant for a hastg; _-_
""lﬂdecrsnon, I am glad 1 have to expect another pubhcatron of yours .

~ wonder what the relation of the opposrte wrsh to the phenomena of -

ambwalence “may be”.

1 am sorry 1 have to drsappomt Dr. Sarkar who sent me several ,

rnterestmg Jetters as a correspondent but my actmt} is: no more what |
1t used to 'be before ' - R PR

W’rth kmdest regards

‘Yours truly
S Frend

19

 Mayi2th 1929
- Wein IX, Berggasse 19~



-+ ¢ Letter from Dr. G. Bose to.Prof. Dr. Freud:

i MY dear Professor Freud, |

*+ "~ 1 have great pleasure in sending you on behalf of the Indian Psycho-
analytical Socicty by insured parcel post to-day one ivory statuette with
stand and  roll containing two copies of Sanskrit address to'you printed
- onsilk and three copies of the same printed on paper with the franslation
-0 type and also’ three copies of the proceedings of .the meeting of the
-+ Societyheld.on 6th May Jast to celcbrate your 75th birthday anniversary,
+ The.Indian Sqcicty will be very grateful if you will kindly accept these
. small presents.-It took-us some time to have the .Stamﬁtte speciaily made

".arrival of the articles will be immensely appreciated..

Srir . s
Falf -, bl

.20

Letter dated 13.12.31 from Prof. Dr. Freud to Dr. G. Bose.

| rot. Dr. Feewd Dec. 13th.1931
o Wien IX, Berggasse 19

© Now I am in possessnolnofall your sendings, the statue, -its-

pedestal, the proceedings and the poem. I feel gratefully elated and
wcept these preeents, as a kind of compensation for the sadfaetthat C

_ The statuette is charming. 1 gave it the place of honour on my
desk. As long as I can enjoy life it will recall to my mind the progress

 of psychoanalysis, the proud conquest it has made in foreign countries

 at least.

Sigm. Frem!

21



Letter ld_at’ed 4.10.32 from Dr. G. Bose to Prof. Dr 'Frend

14 Parsibagan

Calcutta, 4th Oct,, 1932

| MydcarProf Freud,
Iamexﬂemclygratefultoyunfuraﬂthehndnessmhave
showntomydanghterandmyson—m—lawwhﬂethcywerem‘ﬁenna.
Mmﬁﬂofgmtm:detayourse]f,yomw:feanddanghterandyom

sister-in-law. My daughter had been hearing about you ever since she
wasakﬁ]echﬂdandshchaswnttentomeaglomgaccauntofher o

 impressions about yourself. Ionlywrshlhadtheoppormmtyofoonveymg
mythankstoyaupersonally L
W'nhbestregards :
Youxs&neerely

GBose

Letter dated 8.11.32 from Prof. Dr. Freud to Dr. G. Bose

Prof. Dr. Frend.
el 8 Nov 8th 1932

- Wien D(,Berggasse 19

'k could not read your kmd letter thhout feelmgs of embarrassmem_

In fact 1do not deserve the gratlmde"’of your chxldren owing to the'fact .

. that I. and my daughter were full in work, my wnfe and her s:staerW“—

speaking your language and difficulties in our household In; ,
hard for us to mwtethemformeals Solhadtobegladthatoneaf
my friends and pupils did it for me. I was very sorry that your ¢ arming

~daughter did not like our dogs. But you know in hfe we oﬁen get

pmsedorblamedfornomcntofourown. R
With klndest regards T R

3



.. Letter dated 1.1.3_3 from Prof. Dr. Freud to Dr. G. Bose
Prof. Dr. Freud |
S ~ Wien IX, Berggasse 19

| DearDr Bose

. The first letter of this new year goes out to you. I did study the

- essay you were s0 kind to send me and am deeply impressed by it. The

- contradictions within our current psychoanalytic theory are many and
“deep-going,- and I reproach myself for not having given attention to

- your ideas before. That is not only my case. I suspect that your theory

- of opposite wishes is practically unknown among us and never mentioned -
or discussed. This attituide was to be abolished. I am eager to see it
weighed and considered by English ‘and German analysts all over. If -

you will permit me a suggestion : . let us have a paper on the theory

written especially for. an analytic public which may appear in the
- Zeitschrift and Jones’ Journal at the same time. We will do the translation
into German' here in Vienna. The essay you sent me is not quite

“appropriate, especially in its first parts as it is meant for the Indian
Science Congress. = ' LT s . o

__ As regards my own judgement which you ask for, I can only give
- you first impressions which are of no great value. It needs more time |
and effort to overcome ‘the feeling of unfamiliarity when confronted
with a theory so different from the one professed hitherto and it is not.
~ ‘easy to. get out of the accustomed ways of thinking. So don’t take it
- amiss_ when I say the theory of the opposite wishes strikes me as
-something less dynamical than morphological which could not have
been evolved from the study of our  pathological material. It appears to

me flat so to say, it seems to lack a third dimension. I dor’t think it

- is able to explain anxiety or the phenomena of repression. Nor could I . -
make- the concession that the biological viewpoints in our psychology
are ‘out of place. But I am mnot ready yet to stand up for my own
objections. 1 am still bewildered and undecided. I see that we did neglect
--the fact of the existence of opposite wishes from the three sources of
bisexuality (male and female), ambivalence (love-hate) and the opposition.
of active-passive. These phenomena have to be worked into our system
to make us see what modifications or corrections are necessarv and how
far: we can acquiesce to your ideas. That. is what I expect to be the
result of the discussion after your paper is presented to the attention of -
our analyst and I will be the first to acknowledge our indebtedness to

‘the working of your mind. - _ _
~* 'With affectionate regards to you and family. |

| S o Yours
| ‘Freud
24 o

' January Ist 1933 -

' may not be too big for the jour

Letter dated 1.2.33 from Dr. G. Bose te Prof. Dr. Frend

" I'am extremely gratcful to you for your kind interest in my work.

I shall be very glad to send you a suitable paper mthcthcory of the

' Europe. It is really very good of you o say that you will have it

translated in Vienna_ I shall expunge the popular portions of the article

~ hope the article will mect your requirements. 1 shall try to clucidate the
~points raised in your letter, such as the dynamic aspect of the theory, -
' the explanation of repression and of anxiety. Of course 1 do not say that
. my theory will explain all the different facts of anxiety phenomena as
‘known to us in connection with normal and abnormal life. But Ido

hope that 1 shall be able to give you a fairly satisfactory ex on

' the basis of my theory. I further hope that T shall be abie to show to you

' other psychic factor capable of bringing about 2 modification in a given =

psychic constellation. My theory of perception is based on my theory of

try to meet your objection. I shall be very thankful if you will kindly -

" sign my name. 1 hope to be all right within a month’s time. when 1

‘Thanking you again 'for-,the;r:gteal' kindness Ymh& _l"l-e' alw 33,5:.5110“11_' own

- Youss very sincerely

G. Bose
25 o



Letter dated 25.10.37 from Prof. Dr. Freud to Dr. G. Bose

Prof. Dr Freud

Hochgeehrter Herr College | R

| “Sie - theilen mir mit dass Sie zum Vorsxtzenden der Sakuon far.
Psychologxe anf dem Congress gewalt worden sind der im Januar 1938

‘in Ihrer Stadt stattﬁnden soll Ich begluck—wunsche Sle zu dieser
wolverd:enten Ehrung | - |

: .. ~Ein wcmg ‘spater haben Sle mir emen Aufsatz von S C Mltra

* zukommen ‘lassen betitelt- “Conmbunons of Abnormal Psychology to -
Normal Psychology” zu dem ich vor dem Congress’ Stellung nehmen
- soll. Obwohl der’ Congress erst in Monaten abgehalten werden wird,

* beeile ich mich, Threm Wunsch schon heute zu entsprechen nicht nur

‘wegen der Postdxﬂ'erenz zmschen uns sondern auch wegen der

Lebensmlsxcherheu dle an mem Alter geknupft ist.

Die Ausserungen von Mitra bringen mich :in’ Verlegenhelt Sle'

- sagen ‘pamlich alles was ich selbst sagen konnte. so dass ich: ihnen nur

wortlich beipflichten kann und sugen  es mit einer Klatheit und
L Entschledenhcxt wie¢'ich sie schr selten angetroffen habe. Ich fuhle mich
“meiren gew:ss noch jugendhchen Anhangertief vefpflichtet dafut dass
. er unsere Sache so tapfer vertritt. Gewiss wird auch er nicht verkennen
- dass'die Psychoanalyse unfemg und in vielen Punkten noch ungesichert
st aber sie ist jung und wird gewiss: unaufhaltsam fortschreiten 'bis der
jWert 1]1re1' Beltragc znr psychologlsclren Wxssenschaﬂ kelnem Zwelfel
mehr nnterhegt.

Mit herzhchen thschen for Ihr Wohlbeﬁndcn und fm‘ den Erfolg _

- ,déS-'Congressm
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o 26/X/193‘7 :
Vﬁen IX, Berggasse 19

L Translation of the letter on _p_agfeﬁ |

Prof. Dr. Freud
. 26/X/1937
. V\ﬁen._IX,- Ber_g_gas_s_e 19

Honoured Colleague, . S |
* You inform fne that you have been elected Presndent of the seeuon B

- of Psychology in the Congress that is to be held n your cuy in
| January 1938.1 congramlate you on thls well—camed honoutr. -

A little later you sent me a paper from S. C. Mitra named _'
“Contributions of Abnormal Psychology to Norimal Psychology"
and you asked me to express my observation regarding the same

for the Congress. Although the Congress is to sit a few months
later I hasten to accede to your request to-day not only because of
 the ‘post difference’ between us, but also because of the uncertamty

of life that is inherent in my age. ,
Mitra’s exposmon has made me feel embarrassed. He has smd
cverythmg that I could have said myself so that at best I can only .

support him. He has expressed everything with a cleamess and
definiteness that I have seldom come across. I feel myself deeply

‘obliged to my follower, who must certainly be young for his bold
representation of our position. Certainly he has not also failed to -

recognize that psychoanalysis is as yet imperfect and in many points |
still uncertain, but psychoanalysis is young and will certainly
progress uninterruptedly till no doubt can exist about: ‘the value of

its contribution to the Science of Psychology.

With hearty wishes for your good health and for the Congress.

Yours sincerely,
Freud
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Letter dated 31.10.37 from Anna Freud to Dr. G. Bose

. October 31,1937
Wien IX, Berggasse 19

Dear Dr. Bose | |
1 have passed on your letter to my father and he has answered it
himself already. We have both been extremely interested in reading Dr.
- 8. C. Mitra’s "excellent exposition of the subject under discussion. I
wish India were not so far away, so that some txme I could come and
take part in your work there. | - -

V\ﬁth kind- regards.

Very smccrely yours
Anna Freud
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.. 'Letter dated 9.3.29 from Prof. Dr. Freud to Dr. G. Bose.

Prof. Dr. Freud

March 9th, 1929

Wien IX, Berggasse 19

Dear Prof. Bose,

Best thanks for your sendings. I have read all of your papers, the

popular ones as well as the more important scientific ones and 1 am
1mpauent to see them published in books as you promise.

You directed my attention on the Oedipus wish especially and
vou were right in doing so. It made a great impression on me. In fact
I am not convinced by your arguments. Your theory of the opposite wish
appears to me to stress rather a formal element than a dynamic factor.
I still think, you underrate the efficiency of the castration fear. It is
interesting to note that the only mistake I could discover in your popular

. essays relates to the same points. There you say that Oedipus kills

himself after blinding which he never did. In the scientific paper you
give the story correctly. On the other side I never denied the connection
of the castration wish with the wish to be a female nor that of the
castration fear with the horror of becoming a female. In my “Passing
of the Oed. Complex”, I tried to introduce a new metapsychological
_ possxblhty of destroying a complex by robbing it of its cathectic charge

which is led into other channels besides the other idea of repressmg it

while its cathexis is left undmnmshed.
But I confess I am by no means more convincved of the vahdlty

of my own assumptmns We have not yet seen through this mtncate h

Oedipus matter. We need more observatlons

Cordially Yours

P.S. Thanks for the Bengali book !
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Source.

Letter dated 11.4.29" fmm Dr. G. Bose to Prof. Dr. Freud

| 14 Parsibagan
 Caloutta, 11th April 1929

Dear Prof. Freud, ‘ -

~ Many thanks for your kind letter dated March 9th 1929. I am
grateful to you for going throngh my papers and for pointing out the
mistake in the Oedipus story in my popular art:cle I shall correct it
When the manuscnpt goes to press.

" Of course 1 do not expect that you Would accept oﬂ‘-hand my

‘reading of the Oedipus situation. I do not deny the importance ‘of the

castration threat in European cases ; my argument is that the threat
owes its efficiency to its connection W1th the wish to be a female The
real struggle lies between the desire to be a male and its opposite the
desire to be a female. I have already referred to the fact that castration
threat is very common in Indian society but my Indian patients do not
exhibit castration symptoms to such a marked degree as my European
cases. The desire to be a female is more easily unearthed in Indian
male patients than in European. In this connection I would refer you

to my paper on Homosexuality where I have discussed this question in
‘greater detail. The Oedipus mother is very often a combined parental

image and this is a fact of great importance. I have reasons to believe
that much of the motivation of the ‘maternal deity’ is traceable to this

statement as you suppose it to be. Like any other scientific theory it is
a specific formulation that will explain many facts of mental life. To
cite a few instances it gives the exact dynamics of repression when a
particular wish is pushed into the unconscious ; it explains in a simple |
manner the mechanisms of imitation, retaliation, conscience, projection, -

etc. The facts that have led you to suppose the existence of the repetition:
compulsion in addition to the pleasure principle would be more easily
explained on the basis of this theory. When a person receives a shock

‘certain wishes of a passive type are satisfied, perforce leading to the

release of the opposite type of wishes—corresponding to the situation of
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My theory of the opposite wish is not a mere formal plulosophxcal - |



